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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management                                          
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 3                                              ENGLISH                         TIME:  15 minutes
LISTENING COMPREHENSION

                                                                TEACHER’S PAPER

Instructions for the conduct of the Listening Comprehension Examination

The teacher should instruct the candidates to answer the questions on the paper provided. The 
following procedure for reading the Listening Comprehension passage is to be explained to the 
candidates immediately before proceeding with the examination. 

You have been given a sheet containing the Listening Comprehension 
questions. You will be given three minutes to read the questions based 
on the passage.  The passage will be read at normal reading speed.  
You may take notes during the reading.  After this reading there will 
be a pause of another three minutes to allow you to answer some of 
the questions.  I shall read the passage a second time and you may 
take further notes and answer the rest of the questions.  After this 
second reading you will be given a further three minutes for a final 
revision of the answers.

a. 3 minutes – Students read questions.

b. 3 minutes – Teacher reads passage aloud for the first time while students take notes.

c. 3 minutes – Students answer questions.

d. 3 minutes – Teacher reads passage for the second time. Students may answer more 
questions. 

e. 3 minutes – Students revise final answers. 
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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management                                          
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 3                                              ENGLISH                         TIME:  15 minutes
LISTENING COMPREHENSION

TEACHER’S PAPER

Flags

Soccer, boy scouts, McDonald's, racing, advertising, sailing, pirates, countries, football, astronauts, 
explorers, armies, Greenpeace, states, the weather, political parties and others. What do all of these 
things have in common? Flags. Why are there so many different flags, you might ask? 

The first flags were probably invented in China. People flew flags in China over 4,000 years ago. 
Each part of the army had its own flag so the soldiers could see their leader. Early flags were made 
with sticks of wood. They had pictures cut into the wood. Other countries had different kinds of 
flags. Iran, for example, had metal flags about 3,000 years ago. Old Greek coins also show pictures 
of flags. The Italians used flags over 2,000 years ago and this is when people made the first flags of 
cloth. Those flags looked very much like today’s flags. 

Flags have many uses. Every country has got a specific flag as its national symbol. It shows that a 
piece of land belongs to a particular people and also indicates who rules over them. World flags 
have different sets of colour and symbols, like the sun or the moon, also cultural symbols, like the 
national bird or flower. Sometimes flags also have some writing on them, like that of Saudi Arabia. 
You can distinguish country flags by colours and symbols and some countries even use other shapes 
than the usual rectangular shape for their national flags.

It is not only countries that have their own flag. Flags are everywhere. Clubs, teams and schools 
also have flags. Even the Olympic Games have a flag to represent them. It is white and has five 
rings of five colours. Each ring represents a continent. It means that people from five continents – 
Africa, Asia, Europe, North America and South America – come together to play in one event. 

Flags are also important at sea. Most ships fly the flag of their own country and the flag of the 
country they are visiting. When a ship flies only its own flag, it is ready to fight. 

Railway lines also use flags. Railway flags tell the trains what to do. For example, a red flag tells 
the train to stop, just like a stop sign. A white or green flag tells the train that it can go. A blue flag 
on the side of a train means someone is working on the train and so nobody can move it. 

For many people, a flag is just a piece of material that is flown from a mast or pole, but once you 
start adding colouring, designs and emblems to that piece of cloth, you have a work of art.
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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
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Name: _____________________________                                Class: _______________________

1. Complete this table with information from the text.                                               (4 marks)

Material Country How long ago

Sticks of ______________ China 4,000 years

______________ flags Iran ________  _________

Cloth flags __________________ 2,000 years

2. The number 5 is mentioned many times in the passage. Find the THREE things that it 
is connected with.                                                                                                        (3 marks)

                                                  __________________________

                                                  __________________________

                                                 ___________________________

    3. Tick () if the statements are TRUE or FALSE.                                                       (3 marks)

TRUE FALSE

a. Soldiers used flags in the battlefield to see the position of 
their leader.

b. Old Greek coins show pictures of flags.

c. The flag of a country never has anything written on it.

d. The flag of a country is always rectangular.

e. Ships only fly the flag of the country they are visiting.

f. A blue flag means the train cannot move.
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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management 
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 3                                                      ENGLISH 
COMPREHENSION TEXT

SECTION B                                                                                                                       20 MARKS

Read the following passage carefully and then answer the questions on the main paper.                                          

(A)  Sebastian Clover is a fifteen-year-old boy who lives in the south of England. The fact that his 
father, Ian Clover, is a sailing instructor made Sebastian love the sea and sailing from a young 
age and at fifteen, he wanted to break a sailing record. In fact, he is the youngest person ever to 
travel from one side of the Atlantic Ocean to the other, all alone in a sailing boat.

(B)  It took Sebastian twenty five days to sail from Tenerife to the island of Antigua in the 
Caribbean. This isn’t very fast, but it is a long way for someone so young! “Sailing is what I do 
best and I just wanted to try,” the British schoolboy said.

(C)  The weather was fine during Sebastian’s trip, which was lucky. He ate cereal and tinned food, 
like baked beans and corned beef, and drank orange juice while on the boat. Sometimes very 
large fish swam along next to his boat. At first he was afraid that they were dangerous, but the 
fish were just being friendly. Once, he saw a group of giant jellyfish floating around his boat 
and soon afterwards there was a turtle swimming slowly by. 

(D)  The main problem that Sebastian had on the trip was when his telephone stopped working. His 
parents were really worried about him, because he usually phoned them every day. Sebastian 
was upset that he could not talk to them, but nothing else was wrong - except that he was 
starting to feel a bit homesick.  

(E)  Sebastian kept a video diary on his trip. You will soon be able to buy this video in the shops. 
Sebastian wants to sail around the world next and he needs to save up some money to pay for 
the trip. If you buy his video, you will help him. 

Track 1

http://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Faragec.com%2Fseb%2Bclover.html&ei=lfE1VdTKJsbpaJL7gNAD&bvm=bv.91071109,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNHYIco9ynvvi61cfiL385s0bUTQMA&ust=1429684959950380


English – Form 3 Secondary – Track 1 – 2015                                                                                      Page 1 of 8

DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management 
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 3                                       ENGLISH                    TIME: 2 hours 

Name: _____________________________________             Class: _______________

MARKS 
Listening Comprehension Oral Assessment Written Paper Total

SECTION A – LANGUAGE                                                                                 15 MARKS

A. Complete the dialogue below with the short forms of the words in brackets. The 
first one has been done for you.                                                                    (5 marks)                    

Tom: Come on Phil, get off that sofa. You should stop staring at that telly unless you want to 

          ruin your eyesight. Why (0) (do not) don’t we go to Steve’s party?

Phil:   Leave me alone Tom, (1) (I am) _____________ not in the mood. I want to stay at 

          home tonight.

Tom: (2) (you have) ___________________ been doing that for the past week. (3) (are not)     

           ________________  you bored?

Phil:   No.

Tom: Give me a break Tom. (4) (it is) __________________ me (5) (you are)      

           _________________ talking to. I (6) (will not) ___________________ leave you like  

          this. I know (7) (something is)  ___________________________  wrong. You have to 

           tell me (8) (what is) _____________________  going on.

Phil:   Nothing…. Oh, all right. (9) (I will) _______________ tell you, but don’t say a word  

          about it to anyone.

Tom:  I promise.

Phil:   It’s that new girl, Annabelle. I asked her to come to Steve’s party with me…

Tom:  And?

Phil:   Can you believe it? (10) (she is) __________________ going with that  

           idiot Rory.

Tom:  I don’t blame her. If I were a girl, I would rather go out with Rory than with you!  
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Tourist Information Office

B. Which notice says this? Read the following sentences and match them to the 
notices that say the same thing. The first one has been done for you.       (5 marks)                                                                   

(0) We can tell you about places to visit.    e       (a)   

(1) We may have the bag you lost. _____  (b)

(2) You can come here six days a week. _____   (c)

(3) You can always buy things cheaply here. _____ (d)

(4) Please wait here.  _____         (e)

(5) We will be here later this afternoon. _____   (f)

C. Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb.  The first one has been done    
for you.                                                                                                             (5 marks)     

Stranded on Safari                                                                                                                                   

When my husband Barry (0) (say) said that we (1) (go) _____________________ on a safari 

holiday in Zimbabwe, I couldn’t wait. We (2) (stay) _____________________ on a reserve, 

close to which leopards, elephants and crocodiles (3) (roam) _____________________ and 

we really enjoyed our first two days there.

On the third day, we hired a car (4) (explore) _____________________ the breath-taking 

African landscape.  On the way, we (5) (see) _____________________ signs not to leave the 

car. Two hours later, we got stuck in the mud. We had no choice but to get out and (6) (push) 

_____________________. It was no use, though. The heat became unbearable and we soon 

(7) (run) _____________________ out of water. To make matters worse, we had to spend 

the night in the car. 

Closed for Lunch         
Back at 3.00pm

Berry’s Leather Handbags
   Lowest prices in town

Swimming Pool
Open Mon – Sat

10.00 – 21.00

Left Luggage Office

Take a seat until your name is called
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Early next morning, we decided to walk back. After ten hours, we saw the gates of the 

reserve.  To my surprise, nobody had even noticed that we had been missing. As if that             

(8) (be, not) _____________________ bad enough, the stuff at the reserve (9) (find) 

_____________________ our ordeal quite funny.

I was really upset by the treatment we received.  I (10) (never, set) _____________________ 

foot in that place again.

SECTION B – READING COMPREHENSION                                                20 MARKS
Read the passage which is on a separate sheet, and then answer the questions below.

1. Underline the correct answer.

a) Sebastian Clover is famous because                                                            (½ mark)

i.       he lives in the South of England.
ii.         he likes to travel to different countries.
iii.        he crossed the Atlantic on his own.
iv.        he caught a very big fish on one of his sailing trips.

b) He kept a video diary                                                                                   (½ mark)

i. because his parents asked him to do so.
ii. to have something to do during the trip.
iii. to use his mobile phone. 
iv. to earn money for his next trip.

2. Tick () either TRUE or FALSE next to each statement in the boxes below.                   
                                                                                                                          (3 marks)

TRUE FALSE

a) Sebastian broke a speed record with this trip.

b) The weather was always pleasant during his adventure.

c) He only ate fresh fruit and vegetables on his trip.

d) He was afraid and nervous all the time.

e) Sebastian does not want to go on another sailing trip.

f) He does not have enough money to go on another trip 
yet.
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3. Mention the TWO things that make Sebastian and his adventure special.      (2 marks)                   
                                                                                                                          

a) ______________________________________________________________

b) ______________________________________________________________

4. Where did Sebastian’s sailing adventure start and where did it end?               (2 marks)

_________________________________________________________________

5. Write THREE things that Sebastian saw from his boat.                               (1½ marks)                     
                                                                                                                          

a) _______________________________________________________________

b) _______________________________________________________________

c) _______________________________________________________________

6. Why did Sebastian feel bad when his mobile phone stopped working?           (2 marks)

__________________________________________________________________

7. What do the following words in bold refer to in the passage?                          (4 marks)                   
                                                                                                                          
a) he (paragraph A)  ____________________________________________

b) it    (paragraph B) ____________________________________________

c) they (paragraph C) ____________________________________________

d) them (paragraph D)  ____________________________________________ 

8. Fill in the gaps in the following sentence with words from the passage. Use ONE    
      word only for each blank space.                                                                   (2½ marks)
                                             

Sebastian considers himself (a) _______________ because his                                        

(b) _______________ went very smoothly.  The sea creatures he saw were all              

(c) _______________ and even the weather was fine. He is now planning a longer trip 

around the (d) _______________, and has already started to (e) _______________ up 

for it. 

9. In what way will you help Sebastian if you buy his video?                              (2 marks)

______________________________________________________________
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SECTION C - LITERATURE                                                                              20 MARKS

ANSWER ALL THE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE UNPREPARED POEM       10 marks
                                                                                                         

UNPREPARED  POEM

Roger the Dog

Asleep he wheezes at his ease.
He only wakes to scratch his fleas.

He hogs1 the fire, he bakes his head
As if it were a loaf of bread.

He's just a sack of snoring dog.
You can lug2 him like a log.

You can roll him with your foot.
He'll stay snoring where he's put.

I take him out for exercise,
He rolls in cowclap3 up to his eyes. 

He will not race, he will not romp,
He saves his strength for gobble4 and chomp5.

He'll work as hard as you could wish
Emptying his dinner dish.

Then flops flat, and digs down deep,
Like a miner, into sleep.

by Ted Hughes
                                  1 take selfishly
                                             2 pull hard
                                             3 long grass
                                             4 and 5 sounds made while eating quickly

1. Underline the TWO things that the dog in this poem likes to do most.           (1 mark)

a) run in the grass
b) sleep all the time
c) eat his food quickly
d) go for a walk
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2. a) Choose the correct answer.                                                                             (1 mark)

In the first part of the poem Ted Hughes says that the dog’s head is like
i. a fire.
ii. a sack.
iii. a loaf of bread.                   

b) Quote the lines which describe this comparison.                                           (1 mark)

_____________________________________________________________________

            _____________________________________________________________________

c) Which ONE of these figures of speech is used in this comparison?             (1 mark)
i. personification
ii. simile
iii. onomatopoeia

d) Find another example of this figure of speech from the last four lines of the poem.                                           
                                                                                                                        (1 mark)

_____________________________________________________________________

e) Explain the comparison the poet makes in the figure of speech above in your own 
words.                                                                                                           (1 mark)   
  

_____________________________________________________________________      
                                                      

3. The poet compares the dog to something else without using ‘as’ or ‘like’. Find this 
example of metaphor used in the poem.                                                            (1 mark)

_____________________________________________________________________

4. Quote TWO examples of alliteration.                                                               (1 mark)

a.  ____________________________  b.  __________________________________

5. Give the rhyme scheme of the poem.                                                                (1 mark)

_____________________________________________________________________

6. Give an example of TWO rhyming words.                                                       (1 mark)

a.  ________________________

b. _________________________
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PROSE/DRAMA                                                                                                        10 marks

ANSWER ALL THE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE UNPREPARED PROSE TEXT

Today I found a turtle. I found one once before, but it was dead. This one has been washed up 
alive. 

Father has sent me down to the sea to collect wood. I’d been there for half an hour or so, 
before I noticed the turtle under a pile of seaweed. I thought at first he was just a washed up 
branch covered in seaweed.

He was upside down on the sand. I pulled the 
seaweed off him. His eyes were open, unblinking. 
He was more dead than alive, I thought. His flippers 
were still and held out to the clouds above as those 
of a person praying to God. He was enormous, as 
long as my bed, and wider. He had a face like a two 
hundred year old man, wizened and wrinkled and 
wise with a gently-smiling mouth.

I looked around and there were more gulls gathering. They were silent, watching, waiting; 
and I knew well enough what they were waiting for. I pulled away more of the seaweed and 
saw that the gulls had been at him already. There was blood under his neck where the skin 
had been pecked by the hungry gulls. I had got there just in time. I bombarded the gulls with 
pebbles and they flew off protesting noisily, leaving me alone with my turtle.

Adapted from The Wreck of the Zanzibar by Michael Morpurgo

1. Where is the speaker (a girl) and what is she doing when she finds the hurt turtle?     
                                                                                                                          (2 marks)
_____________________________________________________________________

2. “His flippers were still and held out to the clouds above as those of a person praying 
to God.”   

a) What figure of speech is being used here?                                                         (1 mark)   

_____________________________________________________________________

b) Why do you think the writer talks about prayer in this situation?                     (1 mark)

_____________________________________________________________________

c) Write down another example of the same figure of speech in 2 a), which can also be 
found in the story.                                                                                               (1 mark)                                                              

_____________________________________________________________________
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3. The girl and the turtle are not the only ones on the beach.

a) What other animals are there and what are they trying to do?                   (2 marks)

________________________________________________________________

b) The gulls fly away “protesting noisily”. What figure of speech is this?      (1 mark)

________________________________________________________________

4. Quote TWO examples of alliteration which can be found in the third and fourth 
paragraphs.                                                                                                        (2 marks)

a) __________________________

b) __________________________

                                   

SECTION D – COMPOSITION                                                                          25 MARKS

Choose ONE of the following and write a composition of between 150 and 200 words, on 
a separate paper.

1. Most of us have worn something we did not want to wear. Write a story about what 
happened one time when you had to wear something you did not want to wear.

2. You and your family went to Canada and stayed with some relatives. You met your 
cousin for the first time. Describe him/her in detail. Remember that you must write 
about character as well as what s/he looks like. 

3. You have won two tickets for a day cruise around the Maltese Islands. Write a letter 
to ask one of your friends to come with you. Give details about the whole activity to 
encourage him/her to accept your invitation.

Your address is: 24, Windmill Street, Paola – PLA 1203

4. Your bedroom badly needs repainting and redecorating. Give your mum step-by-step 
instructions about what needs to be done from the choice of colour until the room is 
finished in every detail.
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